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CHAMP 
Hazazah Pictures in co-production with NTR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Esma is a 14 year old kickboxing-talent with big dreams of becoming the 
world’s greatest fighter. But she also carries with her the constant fear of 
losing her ill mother. Esma seeks solace in kickboxing and works hard to 
prepare for the toughest match ever. But what do you fight for when your 

future looks both grim and bright? 
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SYNOPSIS 

CHAMP is youth documentary about losing and winning. Esma Aras grows up 
in a disadvantaged neighborhood in the Hague. She is a kickboxing talent with 
great promise, and stands out between the older guys in her team. Esma 
dreams of fighting the greatest fighters out there, ultimately writing history. 
While Esma prepares for an exciting match, her mother is taken ill at the 
hospital. Since Esma’s youth, her mother has been very sick and is overcome 
by episodes of pain almost monthly, forcing her to go to the hospital. Thus, 
Esma lives in constant fear of losing her mother. In CHAMP we see Esma try to 
remain strong and struggle to show her vulnerability. Will she let her fears get 
in her way, or will she focus completely on the upcoming match? 

2019 | NL | 15:30min | Dutch spoken, English subtitles 
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CREDITS 
Director     Cassandra Offenberg 

Cinematographer     Sam du Pon 

Editor     Eline Bakker 

Music and Sound design   Wouter van den Boogaard 

Grading     Erik in de Grot 

Commissioning editor NTR   Juliëtte van Paridon 

Producer       Maarten Kuit  

Line Producer     Sam Godfried 
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BIOGRAPHY – Cassandra Offenberg 
Cassandra Offenberg graduated as a 
documentary film maker from the Utrecht School 
of Arts in 2016. In her work, Cassandra always 
searches for a hybrid form where reality and the 
sensory world meet. Her graduation film ‘The 
Fairytale of Youth’ (‘Het Jonge Sprookje’) was 
selected for the Dutch Filmfestival and won the 
Wildcard from the Dutch Filmfund. With this 
wildcard she developed the short film ‘Short Trip’ 
(‘Tijdloze Wolven’). During the Kids&Docs 
workshop (2018) from IDFA and Cinekid she 
developed the youth documentary CHAMP 
(Hazazah Pictures/NTR), which will be screened 
at film festivals throughout Europe in the coming 
year.  
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Hazazah Pictures is an Amsterdam based film- and TV production 
company, founded in 2009 by producers Maarten Kuit, Jeroen van den 
Idsert, YANi and Arne Toonen. Their main objective is producing feature 
films, short films, television drama and documentaries for the national 
and international market. A few highlights of Hazazah Pictures 
productions are Paradise Now (Hany Abu-Assad), Black Out and De 
Boskampi’s (Arne Toonen), Zombie (Billy Pols), De van Waveren Tapes 
and All you need is me (Wim van der Aar) and Plank (Billy Pols).  

 

 


